I. Mladjov, Page 1/22 


ROMAN EMPIRE (IMPERIUM ROMANUM, ROMANIA) 

According to tradition, Rome (Roma) became a republic in 510 BC. Victor in the last major civil war of 
the I st century BC, the dictator Caesar’s great-nephew and adopted son Octavius retained an enormous and 
disproportionate “influence” within the Roman Republic. In 17 BC Octavius claimed to restore power to the 
Senate and People of Rome (SPQR), but popular demand and the need for a single paternalistic figure to 
safeguard the security of the state ensured the perpetuation of his actual control of the state. Avoiding the 
politically dangerous titles of king (rex) and perpetual dictator, and wishing to lessen the extent to which he 
monopolized the most desirable magistracies of the Roman state, Octavius based his authority on his “influence” 
and an ever increasing array of powers and mostly honorary titles. Octavius received the honorary name of 
Augustus (“revered one”) in 27 BC, the mostly honorary title of princeps senatus (“foremost man of the Senate”) 
in 28 BC, the office of proconsul in militarized provinces and the infinite powers of proconsul everywhere else 
(imperium proconsulare maius infinitum) and of tribune (tribunicia potestas) in 23 BC, the power of consul 
(imperium consulate ) in 19 BC, the religious office of pontifex maximus (“greatest priest”) in 12 BC, and the 
honorary designation of pater patriae (“father of the country”) in 2 BC. In addition, Octavius was saluted 21 
times as imperator (“commander”) from 43 BC, was consul 13 times between 43 and 2 BC, and on several 
occasions served as censor. The titles imperator and augustus were integrated into his name (in its final form, 
Imperator Caesar divi filius Augustus) and, like his impressive array of titles and powers, were adopted by 
succeeding emperors. Since this gradual accumulation of titles, offices, and powers constitutes the establishment 
of the imperial position within the Roman Republic, it is difficult to indicate a precise point for the beginning of 
the de facto monarchy. The two settlements with the Senate in 27 and 23 BC have been used to designate the 
beginning of the first emperor’s reign. The former was the assumption of the name Augustus, which became 
synonymous with the imperial title; the latter was the beginning of his annually renewed tribunicia potestas , 
which was the basis on which he and his successors counted the duration of their rule. For chronological 
purposes, however, 3 o BC is a better starting point, as it corresponds to the elimination of Marcus Antonius and 
Octavius’ assumption of sole authority over the Roman world. While in constitutional terms that year is 
seemingly insignificant (although Octavius seems to have obtained lifelong tribunicia potestas at this time, 
something later obscured by the annually renewed tribunicia potestas from 23 BC), this is the point adopted for 
the beginning of the imperial monarchy in the treatment below. 

Roman imperialism had commenced long before the Roman Republic became a de facto monarchy under 
Augustus and his successors. All of Italy (Italia) south of the Po had come under roman control after the retreat 
of Pyrros I of Epirus from the south and before the outbreak of the First Punic War in 264 BC. In the aftermath 
of this war, the western Mediterranean islands of Sicily (Sicilia), Sardinia, and Corsica came under Roman rule 
in 241—237 BC. The aftermath of the Second Punic War resulted in the Roman conquest of much of Spain in 
197 BC. Conflicts with Macedon and the Illyrians led to the annexation of coastal Illyria in 168 BC. The 
suppression of the revolt of Andriskos and the victories over the Akhaian League and Carthage in 146 BC 
resulted in the establishment of the Roman provinces of Macedonia (with Achaia) and Africa in the same year. 
Rome’s relations with foreign powers could achieve territorial expansion through amicable means as well: Rome 
inherited the kingdom of Pergamon from the Attalids in 13 3 BC (it became the province of Asia in 129 BC), and 
later the kingdoms of Cyrenai'ca in 96 BC (province in 74 BC) and of Bithynia in 74 BC. Roman expansion by 
military means nevertheless remained the rule, with the conquests of southern Gaul (by 121 BC), Crete (in 67 
BC), Syria (in 64 BC), Cyprus (in 58 BC), central and northern Gaul (by 51 BC), and Numidia (in 46 BC). Egypt 
(Aegyptus) was conquered by Octavius in 30 BC after his victory over Marcus Antonius and Kleopatra VII at the 
battle of Actium (31 BC). 

Subsequent annexations under the Roman Empire included Moesia (29 BC), Galatia and Pamphylia (25 
BC), the Alpes Maritimae (14 BC), Pannonia (9 BC), Raetia (by 8 BC), Judaea (Iudaea, AD 6), Cappadocia (17), 
Mauretania (40), Britain (Britannia, from 43), Lycia (43), Thrace (Thracia, 46), the Alpes Graiae and Noricum 
(by 54), and the Alpes Cottiae (by 68). Almost all surviving client kingdoms (such as Pontus, Emesa, 
Commagene, and parts of Cilicia) were annexed to nearby provinces in the 60s and 70s. The reign of Traianus 
(98-117) saw the high point of Roman expansion with the annexations of Dacia and Arabia Petraea in 106, and 
the temporary takeover of the client kingdom of Armenia and of Parthian Mesopotamia in 114—117. Septimius 
Severus (193—211) added Osrhoene and a part of northern Mesopotamia during his eastern campaign in the 
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190s. The end of the Severan Dynasty in 135, however, ushered in the Third Century Crisis lasting for 50 years, 
during which no less than 25 emperors were recognized at Rome alone, not counting the would-be emperors 
proclaimed by their troops on the frontiers who never managed to gain control of the capital. This period 
corresponds to the increasing inability of the Roman Empire to preserve internal peace and prosperity and to 
protect its far-flung frontiers from external threats. The reversal of Roman expansion included the 
abandonment of the so-called Agri Decumati (a strip of Germania Superior beyond the Rhine) and the 
evacuation of Dacia in c.271. The erosion was temporarily halted in the 4 th century, but the western portion of 
the empire was rapidly overrun by Germanic barbarians from the first decade of the 5 th century. 

Starting in the joint reign of Valerianus I and Gallienus (in 253—260), emperors exhibited a tendency of 
dividing the empire into eastern and western spheres of authority and sharing it with a co-ruler. This was 
confirmed in the Tetrarchy set up by Diocletianus (284—305), and became permanent in all but name after the 
division of the empire between Valentinianus I and Valens in 364, and then the two sons of Theodosius I in 
395. Even after this, the empire was conceptualized as a single polity, regardless of actual political reality. 
Moreover, by the time of the Tetrarchy, Rome ceased to be the true focal point of the Empire, as emperors were 
increasingly forced to spend time near the frontiers in order to combat foreign threats and rival bids for power 
among army commanders. While Rome remained a ceremonial capital of the Empire, emperors took up 
residence in Mediolanum (Milan), Ravenna, Nicomedia (Izmit), Thessalonica (Thessalonike), and other 
important cities. After reuniting the Empire in 324, the first Christian emperor, Constantinus I (306—337), 
inaugurated a new capital city on the site of ancient Byzantium, calling it New Rome (Nova Roma), later 
Constantinople (Constantinopolis/Konstantinoupolis, now Istanbul). Although Rome retained its ceremonial 
standing, Constantinople became a permanent capital for those emperors who resided in the east. 

After the collapse of the western portion of the Roman Empire in the 5 th century, the imperial government 
survived in the east and operated from Constantinople (hence the modern term “Byzantine Empire”) with only 
one interruption (1204—1261) until its conquest by the Ottoman Turks in 1453. The 5 th and 6 th centuries were 
taken up with simultaneous struggles against the barbarians in the west and the Persians in the east. The same 
period also witnessed the appearance of major Christian heresies including Nestorianism and Monophysitism, 
that became entrenched in parts of the east in spite of imperial persecution. Iustinianus I (527—565) succeeded 
in recovering much of the west by conquering the kingdoms of the Vandals in Africa and the Ostrogoths in 
Italy, but had to pay protection money to Slavs and nomads threatening from the north and to the Persians in 
the east. This left the empire almost bankrupt and suffering from recurrent bouts of plague. In the 620s 
Herakleios (610—641) defeated the Persians, who had overrun the Roman east, but subsequently lost Egypt, 
Palestine, and Syria to the Arabs in 630s and 640s. His successors attempted to stem the collapse of the frontiers 
by instituting the theme system, settling the field armies in militarized districts. The frontier was gradually 
stabilized under the Syrian emperors (717—813), who, however, caused a growing religious split with the west by 
instituting Iconoclasm. Starting in the second half of the 1 o th century, the Empire’s military recovery reached a 
peak with the conquests of Cilicia, Armenia, and parts of Syria, and the annexation of the rival empire of 
Bulgaria under Basileios II (963 — 1025). Factionalism at court allowed the defeat at Mantzikert in 1071 and the 
overrunning of Anatolia by the Saljuq Turks. This crisis was partly overcome by the Komnenoi (1081 —1185), 
who enlisted the support of western crusaders, restored military prowess, but weakened the bureaucracy by 
“feudalizing” society. During the period 1204—1261, Constantinople was occupied by the so-called Latin 
Empire set up by the Fourth Crusade, and the Byzantine government was centered on Nikaia (Iznik) until the 
capital was recovered by the Mikhael VIII Palaiologos (1261 — 1282). Rival successor states had arisen, however, 
in northeastern Anatolia (Trebizond) and northwestern Greece (Epirus), neither of which was fully reintegrated 
within the restored Byzantine Empire. The latter was crippled by the hostility of its neighbors, civil wars, and 
the attempts to secure western aid by reuniting the Church, a prospect virtually impossible in the aftermath of 
the Fourth Crusade. Constantinople fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453, and Trebizond in 1461; the 
uninterrupted Roman imperial tradition had ended. 

Together or separately, the titles imperator, caesar , and Augustus acquired the sense of our word “emperor,” 
as did their respective Greek equivalents, autokrator , kaisar , and sebastos. The term princeps came to be employed 
similarly but informally (compare our “prince”), as did the Greek generic term for monarch, basileus. By the 2 nd 
century, the term Caesar used by itself came to denote a junior co-ruler as opposed to a fully-fledged emperor (a 
caesar Augustus or simply Augustus). This development is clearly manifested in the Tetrarchy of 293—307, in 
which power was shared by two augusti and two subordinate caesares. By the 7 th century, kaisar (Greek for 
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caesar) had lost its sense as an imperial title, and the same is true of sebastos (Greek for augustus) by the u th . 
However, as an early loanword into foreign languages, elsewhere the term Caesar retained its original sense of 
emperor (e.g., German Kaiser and Slavic cesar'/car', “tsar”). From the 7 th century, the basic imperial title became 
the Greek basileus, reserved exclusively to denote “emperor” rather than “king” {rex, arkhon, or krales) where 
contemporary (i.e., medieval) monarchs were concerned. By the reign of Diocletianus, the emperor had adopted 
blatantly monarchic trappings and the title dominus (“lord,” in Greek, despotes). The style dominus noster (“our 
lord”) replaced imperator caesar on the imperial coinage. With the rival imperial coronations of the Frankish 
ruler Charles I (Charlemagne) in 800 and of the Bulgarian ruler Simeon I in 913, the Roman (“Byzantine”) 
emperors gradually augmented their usual title with pre-existing elements, and in now typically ran basileus kai 
autokrator ton Romaion (“emperor and autocrat of the Romans”). 

The imperial style varied considerably in the names of the first 11 emperors, but after the reign of Traianus 
(98—117), the basic formula was Imperator Caesar [regnal name] Augustus. To this were added various epithets 
reflecting the emperor’s victories over peoples and countries (e.g., Imperator Caesar Lucius Aurelius Verus 
Augustus Armeniacus Parthicus Maximus) or wishful qualities (e.g., Imperator Caesar Lucius Domitius 
Aurelianus Pius Felix Invictus Augustus). The list below includes legitimate emperors’ familiar name (faithful to 
Latin or Greek orthography), followed by the regnal name adopted at accession in parentheses, without the 
additional epithets. For example, the full regnal name of the emperor Hadrianus was Imperator Caesar Traianus 
Hadrianus Augustus. The name Flavius, regularly adopted by the successors of the Constantinian dynasty from 
the 4 th century is omitted, as are any posthumous consecrations of emperors as divine after Iulianus. Where 
emperors’ original or posthumous names are known and differ from the familiar and regnal ones, they are added 
in the footnotes. Personal and place names are rendered in transliteration from Greek starting with the reign of 
Herakleios (610—641), although in practice Greek had long been one of the official administrative languages of 
the Empire in the east. Some Albanian, Italian, and Serbian names are added where appropriate. 

Roman Emperors 

Julio-Clatcdian House and successors 

30 BC—AD 14 Augustus (Imperator Caesar divi filius Augustus 1 ) ... adopted son of the dictator Gaius 
Iulius Caesar; son of the praetor Gaius Octavius by Atia, daughter of the praetor 
Marcus Atius Balbus by Iulia, sister of the dictator Caesar; triumvir 43 BC -,princeps 
senatus 28 BC; imperiumproconsulate 27 BC; tribuniciapotestas 23 BC; imperium 
proconstdare maius 23 BC; imperium consulate 19 BC ■, pontifex maximus 12 BC \ pater 
patriae 2 BC 

+ Agrippa (Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa) ... husband of Iulia, daughter of Augustus; son of 
Lucius Vipsanius; associated 18—12 BC 

14—37 Tiberius I (Tiberius Caesar Augustus 1 3 ) ... adopted son of Augustus; husband of Iulia, 
daughter of Augustus; son of th e praetor Tiberius Claudius Nero by Livia Drusilla 
(later the wife of Augustus); associated 4 
+ Drusus, Iunior (Drusus Iulius Caesar’) ... son of Tiberius I; associated 22—23 
37—41 Gaius, Caligtda (Gaius Caesar Augustus Germanicus 4 * ) ... son of the consul Germanicus 
Iulius Caesar,’ son of the constdHeto Claudius Drusus, brother of Tiberius I 6 
41 — 54 Claudius I (Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus 7 ) ... son of the consid Nero 
Claudius Drusus, brother of Tiberius I 

1 Original name Gaius Octavius, then (44 BC) Gaius Iulius Caesar [Octavianus], then (40 BC) Imperator Caesar 
divi filius, finally (27 BC) Imperator Caesar divi filius Augustus; Divus Augustus AD 14. 

1 Original name Tiberius Claudius Nero, then (AD 4) Tiberius Iulius Caesar [Claudianus]. 

3 Original name Nero Claudius Drusus. 

4 Original name Gaius [Iulius] Caesar Germanicus. 

s Original name Nero Claudius Drusus, then (9 BC) Nero Claudius Drusus Germanicus, then (4 BC) 
Germanicus Iulius Caesar. 

6 Germanicus was also the adopted son of Tiberius I. 

7 Original name Tiberius Claudius Nero Germanicus; Divus Claudius 54. 
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— Scribonianus (Lucius Arruntius Camillus Scribonianus) ... son of the consul Marcus 
Furius Camillus; adopted by the consul Lucius Arruntius; legatus in Dalmatia, rival 41 
54—68 Nero (Imperator Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus 8 ) ... adopted son of 

Claudius I; son of the consul Gnaeus Domitius Ahenobarbus by Iulia Agrippina (later 
the wife of Claudius I), sister of Gaius; husband of Claudia Octavia, daughter of 
Claudius I; declared enemy of the state 68 9 

68— 69 Galba (Servius Galba Imperator Caesar 10 ) ... son of the consul Gaius Sulpicius Galba; 

legatus in Tarraconensis 

69 Otho (Marcus Otho Caesar Augustus 11 ) ... son of the consul Lucius Salvius Otho; legatus 
in Lusitania 

69 Vitellius (Aulus Vitellius Germanicus Imperator 12 -) ... son of the consul Lucius Vitellius; 
legatus in Germania Inferior 

Flavian House 

69— 79 Vespasianus (Imp. Titus Flavius Vespasianus Aug.' 5 ) ... son of Flavius Sabinus; legatus in 

Iudaea 

— Sabinus (Gaius Iulius Sabinus) ... claimed descent from the dictator Caesar; rival at 
Augusta Treverorum 70; died 79 

79—81 Titus (Imp. Titus Caes. Vespasianus Aug. 14 ) ... son of Vespasianus 
81—96 Domitianus (Imp. Caes. Domitianus Aug. 15 ) ... son of Vespasianus 

— Saturninus (Lucius Antonius Saturninus) ... legatus in Germania Superior; rival 89 
Adoptive Emperors (Antonine House) and successors 

96—98 Nerva (Imp. Nerva Caes. Aug. 16 ) ... son of the consul Marcus Cocceius Nerva 
98—117 Traianus (Imp. Caes. Nerva Traianus Augus.' 7 ) ... adopted son of Nerva; son of the 
consul Marcus Ulpius Traianus 

117—138 Hadrianus (Imp. Caes. Traianus Hadrianus Aug. lS ) ... adopted son of Traianus; husband 
of Vibia Sabina, daughter of the consul Lucius Vibius Sabinus by Salonia Matidia, 
daughter of the praetor Gaius Salonius Matidius Patruinus by Ulpia Marciana, sister 
of Traianus; son of th & praetor Publius Aelius Hadrianus Afer, son of Publius Aelius 
Hadrianus Marullinus by Ulpia, sister of Marcus Ulpius Traianus, father of Traianus 
+ Aelius Caesar (Lucius Aelius Caesar' 9 ) ... adopted son of Hadrianus; son of the consul 
Lucius Ceionius Commodus; caesar 136—138 


8 Original name Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus, then (50) Nero Claudius Caesar Drusus Germanicus. 

9 The two rebel legati in 68, Gaius Iulius Vindex (in Gallia Lugdunensis) and Lucius Clodius Macer (in 
Numidia) do not appears to have claimed the imperial title; th & praefectus praetorio Gaius Nymphidius Sabinus 
unsuccessfully attempted to proclaim himself emperor between Nero’s death and Galba’s arrival. 

10 Original name Servius Sulpicius Galba, then Lucius Livius Ocella Servius Sulpicius Galba. 

11 Original name Marcus Salvius Otho. 

11 Original name Aulus Vitellius. 

15 Original name Titus Flavius Vespasianus, then (69) Imp. Titus Flavius Vespasianus Caes.; Divus Vespasianus 
( 79 )- 

14 Original name Titus Flavius Vespasianus, then (69) Titus Caesar Vespasianus, then (70) Titus Caes. 
Vespasianus Imp.; Divus Titus (81). 

15 Original name Titus Flavius Domitianus, then (69) Domitianus Caesar. 

16 Original name Marcus Cocceius Nerva; Divus Nerva 98. 

17 Original name Marcus Ulpius Traianus, then (97) Imperator Caesar Nerva Traianus; Divus Traianus 
Parthicus 118. 

18 Original name Publius Aelius Hadrianus; Divus Hadrianus 138. 

19 Original name Lucius Ceionius Commodus. 
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138—161 Antoninus I, Pius (Imp. Caes. Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus Aug. Pius 10 ) ... adopted 
son of Hadrianus; son of the consul Titus Aurelius Fulvus; husband of Annia Galeria 
Faustina, daughter of th & praetor Marcus Annius Verus by Rupilia Faustina, daughter 
of the consul Lucius Scribonius Libo Rupilius Frugi Bonus by Salonina Matidia, 
daughter of th & praetor Gaius Salonius Matidius Patruinus by Ulpia Marciana, sister 
of Traianus; associated as caesar 138 

161 —180 Marcus Aurelius (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Aug. 11 ) ... adopted son of 

Antoninus I; husband of Annia Galeria Faustina, daughter of Antoninus I; son of the 
praetor Marcus Annius Verus, son of th e. praetor Marcus Annius Verus by Rupilia 
Faustina, daughter of the consul Lucius Scribonius Libo Rupilius Frugi Bonus by 
Salonina Matidia, daughter of th & praetor Gaius Salonius Matidius Patruinus by 
Ulpia Marciana, sister of Traianus 

& 161 —169 Lucius Verus (Imp. Caes. Lucius Verus Aug. 11 ) ... adopted son of Antoninus I; son of 

Aelius Caesar; husband of Annia Aurelia Galeria Lucilla, daughter of Marcus 
Aurelius 

— Avidius Cassius (Gaius Avidius Cassius) ... son of Gaius Avidius Heliodorus; legatus in 
Syria; rival 175 

+ Marcus Verus (Marcus Annius Verus Caesar) ... son of Marcus Aurelius; caesar 166—169 
& 177—191 Commodus (Imp. Caes. Lucius Aelius Aurelius Commodus Aug. 1 *) ... son of Marcus 

Aurelius; caesar 166 

192— 193 Pertinax (Imp. Caes. Publius Helvius Pertinax Aug. 14 ) ... son of Helvius Successus; consul 

+ Pertinax (Publius Helvius Pertinax Caes.) ... son of Pertinax; caesar 193; died 212 
193 Didius Iulianus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Didius Severus Iulianus Aug. 15 ) ... son of Quintus 
Petronius Didius Severus; former consul 
Severan House and interlopers 

193— 211 Septimius Severus (Imp. Caes. Lucius Septimius Severus Pertinax Aug. 16 ) ... son of 

Publius Septimius Geta; legatus in Pannonia Superior 

— Pescennius Niger (Imp. Caes. Gaius Pescennius Niger Iustus Aug. 17 ) ... son of Annius 
Fuscus; legatus in Syria; rival 193 —194 

— Clodius Albinus (Imp. Caes. Decimus Clodius Septimius Albinus Aug. 18 ) ... son of 
Ceionius Postumus; legatus in Britannia; caesar 193 —195; rival 195 —197 
& 197—217 Antoninus II, Caracalla (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Severus Antoninus Pius Aug. 19 ) ... 

son of Septimius Severus; caesar 196 


10 Original name Titus Aurelius Fulvus Boionius Arrius Antoninus, then (138) Imperator Titus Aelius Caesar 
Hadrianus Antoninus; Divus Antoninus 161. 

11 Original name Marcus Annius Catilius Severus, then (136) Marcus Annius Verus, then (138) Marcus Aelius 
Aurelius Verus; Divus Marcus Antoninus Pius 180. 

11 Original name Lucius Ceionius Commodus, then (136) Lucius Aelius Commodus, then (138) Lucius Aelius 
Aurelius Commodus; Divus Verus 169. 

15 Original name Lucius Aurelius Commodus, then (166) Lucius Aurelius Commodus Caesar, then (177) 
Imperator Caesar Lucius Aurelius Commodus Augustus, then (180) Imperator Caesar Lucius Aurelius 
Commodus Antoninus Augustus, then (180) Imperator Caesar Marcus Aurelius Commodus Antoninus 
Augustus, then (191) Imperator Caesar Lucius Aelius Aurelius Commodus Agustus; Divus Commodus 195. 

14 Original name Publius Helvius Pertinax; Divus Pertinax 193. 

15 Original name Marcus Didius Severus Iulianus. 

16 Original name Lucius Septimius Severus; Divus Septimius Severus 211; adopted Marcus Aurelius as father and 
Commodus as brother in legal fiction. 

17 Original name Gaius Pescennius Niger. 

18 Original name Decimus Clodius Albinus, then (193) Decimus Clodius Septimius Albinus Caes. 
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& 109 — 111 
117—118 
& 118 

118 — 111 


111—13 5 


Military Emperors 
135-138 


138 
& 138 
138 
& 138 


Geta (Imp. Caes. Publius Septimius Geta Aug.’ 0 ) ... son of Septimius Severus; caesar 197 
Macrinus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Opellius Severus Macrinus Aug.’ 1 ) ... praefectuspraetorio 
+ Diadumenianus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Opellius Antoninus Diadumenianus Aug.’ 1 ) ... 
son of Macrinus; caesar 117 

Antoninus III, Elagabalus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Aug.”) ... pretended 
son of Antoninus II; son of Sextus Varius Marcellus by Iulia Soaemias, daughter of 
Gaius Iulius Avitus Alexianus by Iulia Maesa, sister of Iulia Domna, mother of 
Antoninus II’ 4 

— Maximus (Gellius Maximus) ... son of Lucius Gellius Maximus; legatus in Syria Coele; 

rival 119 

— Verus ... legatus in Syria Phoenice; rival 119 

Severus Alexander (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander Aug.”) ... adopted son 
of Antoninus III; pretended son of Antoninus II; son of Marcus Iulius Gessius 
Marcianus by Iulia Avita Mamaea, daughter of Gaius Iulius Avitus Alexianus by Iulia 
Maesa, sister of Iulia Domna, mother of Antoninus II; caesar 111 56 

— Taurinus ... rival on the Euphrates c. 111 

— Sallustius (Lucius Seius Herennius Sallustius) ... father of Sallustia Orbiana, wife of 

Severus Alexander praefectus praetorio-, caesar 115—117; rival 117 

Maximinus I, Thrax (Imp. Caes. Gaius Iulius Verus Maximinus Aug.) ... son of Micca; 
praefectus tironibus in limite Rhenano-, declared enemy of the state 138” 

— Magnus (Gaius Petronius Magnus) ... former consul ; rival in Germania 13 5 

— Quartinus (Titus Quartinus) ... former consul-, rival in Germania 135 

+ Maximus (Gaius Iulius Verus Maximus Caes.) ... son ofMaximinus I; caesar 136—138 
Gordianus I (Imp. Caes. Marcus Antonius Gordianus Sempronianus Romanus Africanus 
Aug.’ 8 ) ... son of the consul Maecius lsAa.m][\is-, proconsul of Africa 
Gordianus II (Imp. Caes. Marcus Antonius Gordianus Sempronianus Romanus Africanus 
Aug.”) ... son of Gordianus I 

Pupienus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Clodius Pupienus Maximus Aug.) ... son of Clodius 
Maximus; former consul 

Balbinus (Imp. Caes. Decimus Caelius Calvinus Balbinus Aug.) ... son of Caelius 
Calvinus; former consul 


19 Original name Lucius Septimius Bassianus, then (195) Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Caes., then Imp. Caes. 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Aug. (197); Divus Antoninus Magnus 118. 

’° Original name Publius Septimius Geta, then (195) Lucius Septimius Geta, then (197) Publius Septimius Geta 
Caes., then (109) Imp. Caes. Publius Septimius Geta Aug. 

” Original name Marcus Opellius Macrinus. 

” Original name Marcus Opellius Diadumenianus. 

” Original name Varius Avitus Bassianus. 

’ 4 In addition to the rivals listed here, Antoninus III ( Elagabalus) is said to have been opposed by a certain 
Seleucus, who may be identified with Iulius Antonius Seleucus (legatus in Moesia Inferior and later Syria Coele) 
or Marcus Flavius Vitellius Seleucus (consul in 111). 

” Original name Marcus Iulius Gessius Bassianus Alexianus, then (111) Marcus Aurelius Alexander Caes. 

36 In addition to the rival listed here, Severus Alexander may have been opposed by a certain Ovinius Camillus at 
Rome, but he is only known from the Historia Augusta. 

37 Before the deaths of Maximinus I and his son Maximus during the siege of Aquileia, the Roman Senate had 
recognized the authority of Gordianus I and Gordianus II in absentia, then of Pupienus and Balbinus. 

’ 8 Divus Gordianus. 

39 Divus Gordianus. 
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238-144 


144-149 
& 147-149 


149-151 

& 151 
151 

& 151—253 
& 151—253 

2-53 

153—160 

& 153—168 


Gordianus III (Imp. Caes. Marcus Antonius Gordianus Aug. 40 ) ... son of Iunius Balbus 
by Maecia Faustina, daughter of Gordianus I; caesar 138 

— Sabinianus (Marcus Asinius Sabinianus) ...proconsul of Africa; rival 140 
Philippus I .Arabs (Imp. Caes. Marcus Iulius Philippus Aug.) ... son oflulius Marinus; 

praefectus praetorio 41 

Philippus II, Iunior (Imp. Caes. Marcus Iulius Severus Philippus Aug.) ... son of Philippus 
I; caesar 144 

— Pacatianus (Tiberius Claudius Marinus Pacatianus) ... son of Claudius Sollemnius 

Pacatianus; rival in Moesia or Pannonia 148—149 

— Iotapianus (Marcus Fulvius Rufus Iotapianus) ... rival in Syria and Cappadocia 148— 

149 

Decius (Imp. Caes. Gaius Messius Quintus Traianus Decius Aug. 41 ) ... legatus in Moesiae 
and Pannoniae 

— Priscus (Titus Iulius Priscus) ...praeses of Macedonia; rival in Thracia 150 

— Valens (Iulius Valens Licinianus) ... rival at Rome 151 

Herennius Etruscus (Imp. Caes. Quintus Herennius Etruscus Messius Decius Aug. 45 ) ... 
son of Decius; caesar 150 

Hostilianus (Imp. Caes. Gaius Valens Hostilianus Messius Quintus Aug.) ... son of 
Decius; caesar 151 

Trebonianus Callus (Imp. Caes. Gaius Vibius Trebonianus Callus Aug.) ... son of Gaius 
Vibius Veldumnianus; legatus in Moesia Superior 
Volusianus (Imp. Caes. Gaius Vibius Afinius Callus Veldumnianus Volusianus Aug. 44 ) ... 
son of Trebonianus Gallus; caesar 151 

— Uranius (Lucius Iulius Aurelius Sulpicius Severus Uranius Antoninus) ... rival in Syria 

— 5 3 — 2 -S 4 45 

Aemilianus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aemilius Aemilianus Aug.) ... legatus of Moesia Superior 
Valerianus I (Imp. Caes. Publius Licinius Valerianus Aug.) ... son of Licinius Valerius; 
former consul-, deposed, died 262: 

Gallienus (Imp. Caes. Publius Licinius Egnatius Gallienus Aug. 46 ) ... son of Valerianus I; 
caesar 15 3 47 

+ Valerianus II, Iunior (P. Licinius Cornelius Egnatius Valerianus Caes. 48 ) ... son of 
Gallienus; caesar 156—258 

— Cyriades 49 ... son of Cyriades; rival at Antiochia 159 


40 Divus Gordianus. 

41 In addition to the rivals listed here, Philippus I may have been opposed by a certain Sponsianus, whose 
possible coinage from Dacia has been dated to this period; Marcius Silbannacus was a rival emperor in Germania 
during the reign of either Philippus I or Valerianus; Zonaras reports that the Roman Senate named a certain 
Marcus as heir to Gordianus III. 

41 Original name Gaius Messius Quintus Decius Valerianus; Divus Decius or Divus Traianus Decius. 

45 Divus Herennius. 

44 Original name Gaius Vibius Volusianus. 

45 This dating is confirmed by archaeological evidence; however, some of the sources place Uranius (or perhaps a 
namesake) earlier: according to Zosimus, Uranius reigned in opposition to Severus Alexander in 132; according 
to Polemius Silvius, Uranius reigned in opposition to Antoninus III ( Elagabalus ). 

46 Divus Gallienus. 

47 In addition to the rivals listed here, according to the Historia Augusta , Gallienus was also opposed by Piso 
Frugi (a representative of Macrianus and Quietus) in Thessalia, Trebellianus in Isauria, Celsus in Africa, and a 
certain Saturninus. 

48 Divus Valerianus Caesar. 

49 Also known as Mareades (which is based on a Syriac form of the same Greek name, Kyriades). 
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& 160 


168 — 170 


170 

170-175 


175- 176 
17 6 

176— 181 


Saloninus (Imp. [Caes.] Saloninus Valerianus Aug. 50 ) ... son of Gallienus; caesar 158 

— Ingenuus ... rival in Pannonia 160 

— Regalianus (Publius Cornelius Regalianus) ... legatus in Pannonia Superior; rival 160 

— Macrianus (Titus Fulvius Iunius Macrianus) ... son of Fulvius Macrianus; rival in Syria 

160— 161 

— Quietus (Titus Fulvius Iunius Quietus) ... brother of Macrianus; rival in Syria 160— 

161 51 

— Postumus (Marcus Cassianus Latinius Postumus) ...praeses of Germania Inferior; rival 

in Gallia 160—169 51 

— Valens ...proconsul of Achaia; rival in Macedonia 161 

— Aemilianus (Lucius Mussius Aemilianus) ...praefectus of Aegyptus; rival 161 55 

— Odaenathus (Septimius Odaenathus) ... son of Septimius Haeranes; ruler of Palmyra 

161— 167 54 

— Vaballathus (Lucius Iulius Aurelius Septimius Vaballathus Athenodorus) ... son of 

Odaenathus; ruler of Palmyra under the regency of mother Zenobia 167—171; 
deposed 

— Aureolus (Manius Acilius Aureolus? 55 ) ... dux equitum-, rival at Mediolanum 168 
Claudius II (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Claudius Aug. 56 ) ... tribunus in Ticinum 57 

— Laelianus (Ulpius Cornelius Laelianus) ... rival to Postumus at Moguntiacum 169 

— Marius (Marcus Aurelius Marius) ... rival in Gallia 169 

— Victorinus (Marcus Piavonius Victorinus) ... rival in Gallia 169—171 58 

Quintillus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Claudius Quintillus Aug.) ... brother of Claudius II 
Aurelianus (Imp. Caes. Lucius Domitius Aurelianus Aug. 59 ) ... dux equitum 60 

— Domitianus ... rival in Gallia c.171/171 

— Urbanus ... rival c.171/171 

— Septimius ... rival in Dalmatia c.171/171 

— Tetricus I (Gaius Pius Esuvius Tetricus) ... rival in Gallia 171—174; deposed 

— Tetricus II (Gaius Pius Esuvius Tetricus) ... son of Tetricus I; his caesar 173—174 

— Faustinus ... rival to Tetricus I and Tetricus II at Augusta Treverorum 173—174 

— Antiochus (Septimius Antiochus) ... rival at Palmyra 171 
Tacitus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Claudius Tacitus Aug.) ... princeps senatus 
Florianus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Annius Florianus Aug.) ... brother of Tacitus 

Probus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Probus Aug.) ... son of Dalmatius 61 ; dux Orientis 


50 Original name Publius Licinius Cornelius Saloninus Valerianus. 

51 In addition to the brothers Macrianus and Quietus, the Historia Augusta lists as usurpers in the East also their 
father Fulvius Macrianus and their praefectus praetorio Ballista (or Callistus); neither of these appears to have 
been proclaimed emperor. 

51 According to the Historia Augusta, Postumus associated his son Postumus as caesar. 

55 Another rebel in Aegyptus, Memor, was eliminated in 161, before being able to proclaim himself emperor. 

54 Recognized as dux, imperator, corrector Orientis , and rex regum by Gallienus, it is unclear whether Odaenathus 
(unlike his son Vaballathus) should be considered a rival emperor. 

55 The name is uncertain: it might have been Marcus Aelius Aureolus; he might have rebelled initially in 161. 

56 Divus Claudius. 

57 In addition to the rivals listed here, the Historia Augusta names one Censorinus as usurper in (?) Italia. 

58 According to the Historia Augusta, Victorinus associated his son Victorinus as caesar. 

59 Divus Aurelianus. 

60 In addition to the rivals listed here, the narrative sources state that Aurelianus was also opposed by 
Felicissimus (at Rome c.i7i or 174) and Claudius Firmus (in Aegyptus c. 173), but neither of these rebels appears 
to have been proclaimed emperor. 
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— Bonosus (Gallus Quintus Bonosus?) ... rival at Colonia Agrippina 180—281 
— Proculus ... rival at Colonia Agrippina 180—181 
— Saturninus (Gaius Iulius Saturninus) ... rival in Syria 180—281 
Cams (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Cams Aug. 61 ) ... praefectus praetorio 
Carinus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Carinus Aug.) ... son of Cams; caesar 181 
Numerianus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Numerianus Aug. 6} ) ... son of Carus; caesar 181 
— Iulianus (Marcus Aurelius Sabinus Iulianus) ... rival in Pannonia and Italia 183—184 64 
Diocletianus (Imp. Caes. Gaius Aurelius Valerius Diocletianus Aug. 6 *) ... former consul ; 

divided empire with Maximianus, retaining the East 186—305; died 313 
+ Maximianus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Valerius Maximianus Aug. 66 ) ... caesar 185; 
received the West 186—305; died 310 

— Amandus (Gnaeus Silvius Amandus) ... leader of the Bagaudae in Gallia 185—286 
— Aelianus (Quintus Valens Aelianus) ... leader of the Bagaudae in Gallia 185—186 
(division of the Roman Empire 186) 

Iovian House of the Eastern Tetrarchs 

186—305 Diocletianus (Imp. Caes. Gaius Aurelius Valerius Diocletianus Aug.) ... augustus since 
184, retained the East 186; abdicated, died 313 
— Domitianus (Lucius Domitius Domitianus) ... rival in Aegyptus 196—197 
— Achilleus (Aurelius Achilleus) ... rival in Aegyptus 197—198 
— Eugenius ... rival at Seleucia Maritima 303 

305 — 311 Galerius (Imp. Caes. [Gaius] Galerius Valerius Maximianus Aug. 67 ) ... adopted son of 

Diocletianus; husband of Galeria Valeria, daughter of Diocletianus; caesar 193 
311 — 313 Maximinus II, Daia (Imp. Caes. Gaius Galerius Valerius Maximinus Aug.) ... adopted son 

of Galerius; son of sister of Galerius; caesar 305; rival augustus 310 
311 — 314 Licinius I (Imp. Caes. Gaius Valerius Licinianus Licinius Aug.) ... augustus in West 308— 

311; married Constantia, daughter of Constantius I; deposed, died 315 
+ Licinius II (Valerius Licinianus Licinius Iunior Caesar) ... son of Licinius II; caesar 317— 
314; deposed, died 316 
(reunification of the Roman Empire 314) 

Herculian House of the Western Tetrarchs 

186—305 Maximianus (Imp. Caes. Marcus Aurelius Valerius Maximianus Aug.) ... adopted as 

brother of Diocletianus; caesar 185; received West 186; abdicated; rival 307—308 and 
310 

— Carausius (Marcus Aurelius Mausaeus Carausius) ... rival in Britannia 186—293 
— Allectus ... praefectus praetorio of Carausius; rival in Britannia 193—296 
305 — 306 Constantius I, Chlorus (Imp. Caes. Plavius Valerius Constantius Aug. 68 ) ... adopted son 

of Maximianus; husband of Theodora, daughter of Afranius Hannibalianus by 
Eutropia (later the wife of Maximianus); caesar 293 

61 Or of Maximus; the names may refer to the same individual, or one or both of them are fictitious. 

61 Divus Carus. 

65 Original name Marcus Aurelius Numerius Numerianus; Divus Numerianus. 

64 Sometimes considered two separate usurpers, Marcus Aurelius Iulianus in Pannonia, Sabinus Iulianus in Italia. 

65 Original name Diodes; Divus Diocletianus. 

66 Divus Maximianus Senior. 

67 Original name Maximinus?; Divus Galerius Maximianus or Divus Iovius Maximianus. 

68 Original name Iulius Constantius?; the official name included Gaius or Marcus; Divus Constantius. 


181—183 
& 183—185 
& 183—284 

184—186 
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306—307 Valerius Severus (Imp. Caes. Flavius Valerius Severus Aug.) ... adopted son of 
Constantius I; caesar 305; deposed, died 307 
— Maxentius (Marcus Aurelus Valerius Maxentius) ... son of Maximianus; husband of 
Valeria Maximilla, daughter of Galerius; rival in Italia and Africa 306—3 n 6 ’ 

— Alexander (Lucius Domitius Alexander) ... rival in Africa 308—309/310 
308—313 Licinius I (Imp. Caes. Gaius Valerius Licinianus Licinius Aug.) ... named by Galerius; 

married Constantia, daughter of Constantius I; augustus in East 311; held Illyricum 
until 317; deposed, died 315 

310—314 Constantinus I (Imp. Caes. Flavius Valerius Constantinus Aug. 70 ) ... son of Constantius 
I; husband of Fausta, daughter of Maximianus; rival augustus in Britannia 306; caesar 
306; augustus 307; caesar 308; sole augustus 314—337 
— Valens (Gaius Aurelius Valerius Valens) ... rival in Illyricum 314/316 
— Martinianus (Marius Martinianus) ... rival in Thracia 314; deposed, died 315 
(reunification of the Roman Empire 314) 

Constantinian House and successors 

314—337 Constantinus I (Flavius Valerius Constantinus) ... augustus since 306/307/310; sole 
augustus 314 

+ Crispus (Flavius Claudius Crispus Caesar) ... son of Constantinus I; caesar 317—136 
— Calocaerus ... magisterpecoris camelorum-, rival in Cyprus 333/334 
+ Delmatius (Flavius Iulius Delmatius) ... son of the consul Flavius Delmatius, son of 
Constantius I; caesar 335—337 

+ Hannibalianus (Flavius Iulius Hannibalianus) ... brother of Delmatius; husband of 
Constantina, daughter of Constantinus I; rex regum et Ponticarum gentium 335—337 
337—340 Constantinus II (Flavius Claudius Constantinus) ... son of Constantinus I; caesar 317; 
West 

& 337 — 36i Constantius II (Flavius Iulius Constantius 71 ) ... son of Constantinus I; caesar 314; East 

& 337—350 Constans I (Flavius Iulius Constans 72 -) ... son of Constantinus I; caesar 333; West 

— Magnentius (Magnus Magnentius) ... comes-, rival in Gallia 350—353 
— Decentius (Magnus Decentius) ... brother of Magnentius; his caesar 3 50—353 
— Nepotianus (Flavius Popilius Virius Nepotianus) ... son of the consul Virius 
Nepotianus by Eutropia, daughter of Constantius I; rival at Rome 350 
— Vetranio ... magister pedittwi-, rival in Illyricum 350; submitted, died 356 
+ Callus (Flavius Constantius Galluso ... son of the consul Iulius Constantius, son of 
Constantius I; husband of Constantina, daughter of Constantinus I; caesar 351—354 
— Silvanus (Claudius Silvanus) ... son of Bonitus; magisterpeditum-, rival in Germania 355 
361 —363 Iulianus, Apostata (Flavius Claudius Iulianus 73 ) ... brother of Gallus; husband of Helena, 
daughter of Constantinus I; caesar 355; rival augustus 360 
3 6 3—3 64 Iovianus ... son of the comes Varronianus; primicerius domesticorum 

364 Valentinianus I ... son of the comes Gratianus; tribunus-, divided empire with Valens, 
retaining the West 364—375 
(division of the Roman Empire 364 74 ) 

69 Unlike Valerius Severus, Licinius I, and Constantinus I, Maxentius was never recognized as a member of the 

official Tetrarchy, except, for awhile and alongside his father Maximianus, by Constantinus I. 

70 The official name included Gaius or Marcus; Divus Constantinus. 

71 Divus Constantius. 

71 Divus Constans. 

73 Divus Claudius Iulianus. 
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Roman Emperors in the West 

Valentinian House and successors 

364—375 Valentinianus I ... sole augustus 364, retained the West 364 

— Firmus ... son of Nubel; dux in Mauretania; rival in Mauretania and Africa 372— 

374/375 

375 — 383 Gratianus ... son of Valentinianus I; husband of Constantia, daughter of Constantius II; 
associated 367 

383 — 392 Valentinianus II ... son of Valentinianus I; associated 375 

— Magnus Maximus (Magnus Clemens Maximus) ... comes ; rival in Britannia and Gallia 
383-388 

— Victor (Flavius Victor) ... son of Magnus Maximus; associated with father 384—388 
392—394 Eugenius ... magister scrinii-, named by the magister militum Arbogast; deposed, died 394 
Theodosian House and successors 

394— 395 Theodosius I ... son of the comes Theodosius; husband of Galla, daughter of 

Valentinianus I; augustus in the East since 379 

395— 423 FFonorius ... son ofTheodosius I; associated 393 

— Marcus ... rival in Britannia 406 
— Gratianus ... rival in Britannia 407 

— Constantinus (Flavius Claudius Constantinus) ... rival in Britannia, Gallia, and 
Hispania 407—411; deposed, died 411 75 
— Constans ... son of Constantinus; his caesar 408; augustus 409—411 
— Maximus ... son of (?) Gerontius; rival in Hispania 409—411; deposed 
— Attalus (Priscus Attalus) ...praefectus urbis-, rival at Rome 409—410, and in Gallia 414—41 5; 
deposed, died 416: 

— Iovinus ... rival in Gallia 411 — 413; deposed, died 413 
— Sebastianus ... brother of Iovinus; his associate 412—413; deposed, died 413 
& 421 Constantius III ... husband of Galla Placidia, daughter ofTheodosius I 
423—425 Ioannes ...primicerius notariorum-, named by the magister militum Castinus; deposed, died 425 
425 Theodosius II ... son of Arcadius, son ofTheodosius I; in the East 408—450; ceded West 
425—45 5 Valentinianus III ... son of Constantius III; husband of Licinia Eudoxia, daughter of 
Theodosius II; caesar 414 

455 Petronius Maximus ... son of Maximus; patricius-, married Licinia Eudoxia, widow of 
Valentinianus III 

+ Palladius ... son of Petronius Maximus; married Eudocia, daughter of Valentinianus III; 

caesar 455 

455— 456 Avitus (Eparchius Avitus) ... son of (?) the consul Flavius Iulius Agricola; magister 

militum ; deposed, died 456/457 

456— 457 (to the Eastern emperor Marcianus) 

457 (to the Eastern emperor Leo I, who ceded West 457) 

457— 461 Maiorianus (Iulius Valerius Maiorianus) ... magister militum ; deposed, died 461 

461 (to the Eastern emperor Leo I) 

74 Theoretically the Roman Empire remained one, with two or more emperors responsible for particular areas 
(typically two of the four praetorian prefectures each). On brief occasions a single senior emperor ruled the 
whole empire again, most famously Theodosius I in 394—395, but also Theodosius II in 425, and, nominally, 
Marcianus in 456—457, and Leo I in 457, 461, 465—467, and 472—473, since whenever the throne became 
vacant in one half of the empire due to the absence of a legitimate heir, authority automatically devolved to the 
surviving emperor in the other. 

75 Constantinus was briefly recognized as fellow emperor by Honorius in 409—410. 
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461—465 Libius Severus ... named by the magister militum Ricimer 
465—467 (to the Eastern emperor Leo I, who ceded West 467) 

467—471 Anthemius (Procopius Anthemius) ... patricius-, son of the magister militum Procopius; 
husband of Aelia Marcia Euphemia, daughter of Marcianus 
471 Olybrius (Anicius Olybrius) ... husband of Placidia, daughter of Valentinianus III 
471—473 (to the Eastern emperor Leo I) 

473— 474 Glycerius ... comes domesticorum ; named by the magister militum Gundobad; deposed, 

died 480: 

474— 475 Nepos (Iulius Nepos) ... magister militum in Dalmatia and patricius-, son of the magister 

militum Nepotianus; deposed 

475— 476 Romulus, Augustulus ... son of the magister militum Orestes; deposed, died 511 ? 

476— 480 Nepos (Iulius Nepos) ... nominally restored, remained in Dalmatia 

(imperial title to the Eastern Roman Empire 476/480) 

Roman Emperors in the East (Eastern Roman or “Byzantine” Empire) 76 

Valentinian House 

364—378 Valens ... brother of Valentinianus I; son of the comes Gratianus 

— Procopius ... kinsman of Iulianus; rival at Constantinople 365—366 
— Marcellus ... rival at Chalcedon 366 

378— 379 (to the Western emperor Gratianus, son of Valentinianus I; ceded East) 

Theodosian House 

379 — 395 Theodosius I ... named by Gratianus; son of the comes Theodosius 

395—408 Arcadius ... son of Theodosius I; associated 383 

408—450 Theodosius II ... son of Arcadius; associated 401 
450—457 Marcianus ... domesticus-, married Pulcheria, daughter of Arcadius 
Leonine House and successors 

457—474 Leo I (Valerius Leo) ... comes of the Mattiarii-, named by the magister militum Aspar 
474 Leo II ... son of Zeno (below) by Ariadne, daughter of Leo I; caesar 473; associated 473 
474—491 Zeno 77 ... father of Leo II; son of Codissa; associated 474 

— Basiliscus ... brother of Verina, widow of Leo I; rival at Constantinople 475—476; 
deposed, died 476 

— Marcus ... son of Basiliscus; his caesar 475—476; deposed, died 476 
+ Leo 7 ®... son of Armatus, son of sister of Basiliscus; caesar 476—478; deposed 
— Marcianus ... son of the Western emperor Anthemius by Aelia Marcia Euphemia, 
daughter of Marcianus; husband of Leontia, daughter of Leo I; rival at 
Constantinople 479; deposed, died 484: 

— Leontius ...patricius-, rival in Cilicia and Syria 484—488 
491 — 518 Anastasius I, Dicorus ... tribunus of the Silentiarii-, married Ariadne, widow of Zeno 
Justinian House and successors 

518—517 Iustinus I... comes of the Excubit ores 

517—565 Iustinianus I (Petrus Sabbatius Iustinianus) ... adopted son of Iustinus I; son of Sabbatius 
by Vigilantia?, sister of Iustinus I; associated 517 
— Hypatius ... son of Secundinus by Caesaria, sister of Anastasius I; rival at Constantinople 
511; deposed, died 511 

76 The term “Byzantine” was not used, except specifically in some literary references to Constantinople 
(Byzantium) and its inhabitants. 

77 Original name Tarasicodissa (i.e., Tarasius, son of Codissa?). 

78 Original name Basiliscus. 
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565 — 578 Iustinus II ... son of Dulcidius (Dulcissimus) by Vigilantia, sister of Iustinianus I 79 
578—581 Tiberius II So ... adopted son of Iustinus II; caesar 574; associated 578 

581—602 Mauricius 81 ... husband of Constantina, daughter of Tiberius II; son of th spatricius 

Paulus; caesar 581; associated 582; deposed, died 601 
+ Theodosius ... son of Mauricius; associated 590—601 
602—610 Phocas ... centurio-, deposed, died 610 

House of Herakleios and successors 

610—641 Herakleios ... son of the exarkhos Heraclius of Africa 
641 Konstantinos III 81 ... son of Herakleios; associated 613 
& 641—641 Heraklonas 8 ’ ... son of Herakleios; associated 618; deposed 

+ Tiberios Dauid ... son of Herakleios; kaisar 641—641; deposed 
642—668 Konstas 11 , 84 Pogonatos ... son of Konstantinos III; associated 641 
— Balentinos ... father of Phaousta, wife of Konstas II; rival 645 
668—685 Konstantinos IV s *... son of Konstas II; associated 654 

+ Herakleios ... son of Konstas II; associated 659—681; deposed 
+ Tiberios ... son of Konstas II; associated 659—681; deposed 
— Mizizios ... komes of Opsikion; rival in Sikelia 668—669 
685—695 Ioustinianos II, Rinotmetos ... son of Konstantinos IV; associated 681; deposed 
695—698 Leontios 86 ... strategos of the Helladikoi; deposed, died 706 
698—705 Tiberios IIP 7 ... drotmgarios of the Kibyrraiotai; deposed, died 706 
705—711 Ioustinianos II, Rinotmetos ... restored 

+ Tiberios ... son of Ioustinianos II; associated 706—711 
711—713 Philippikos 88 ... son of th epatrikios Nikephoros; deposed, died c .714 
713—715 Anastasios II 89 ... asekretis tes aules\ deposed; rival in Thrake 718—719 
715—717 Theodosios Ills’ 0 ... tax collector in Opsikion; abdicated, died 754:? 

Syrian (Isaurian) House and successors 

717—741 Leon III 91 ... strategos of Anatolikon 

— Tiberios 91 ... son of Gregorios Onomagoulos; rival in Sikelia 718 
— Kosmas ... strategos of the Helladikoi; rival 727 
741—775 Konstantinos V, Kopronymos ... son of Leon III; associated 710 

— Artabasdos ... husband of Anna, daughter of Leon III; komes of Opsikion; rival at 
Constantinople 741—743; deposed 
— Nikephoros ... son of Artabasdos; associated with father 741—743 

79 Iustinus II adopted Iustinianus I as father in legal fiction. 

80 Officially reigned as Tiberius Constantinus. 

81 Officially reigned as Mauricius Tiberius. 

81 Officially reigned as Herakleios Konstantinos or Herakleios Neos Konstantinos. 

85 Officially reigned as Konstantinos Herakleios. 

84 Original name Herakleios, officially reigned as Konstantinos. 

8 s Often mistakenly identified as Konstantinos Pogonatos , who was in fact his father, better known as Konstas II. 

86 Officially reigned as Leon. 

87 Original name Apsimaros. 

88 Original name Bardanes. 

89 Original name Artemios. 

90 If Theodosios III is identical with bishop Theodosios of Ephesos (who died 754:), then he was the son of 

Tiberios II. 

91 Original name Konon. 

91 Original name Basileios. 



I. Mladjov, Page 14/22 


775 — 78o Leon IV, the Khazar ... son of Konstantinos V; associated 751 

780—797 Konstantinos VI, the Younger ... son of Leon IV; associated 776; deposed, died 797/805 
— Nikephoros ... son of Konstantinos V; rival 791 and 797; deposed, died 812: 

797—802 Eirene ... mother of Konstantinos VI; widow of Leon IV; deposed, died 803 
802—811 Nikephoros I ... patrikios and logothetes ton genikon 

— Bardanes, Tourkos ... strategos of Anatolikon; rival 803; submitted 
— Arsaber ...patrikios-, rival at Constantinople 808; deposed 
811 Staurakios ... son of Nikephoros I; associated 803; abdicated, died 812 
811—813 Mikhael I Rangabe ... husband of Prokopia, daughter of Nikephoros I; son of Theophylaktos 
Rangabe; abdicated, died 844 

+ Theophylaktos ... son of Mikhael I; associated 812—813; deposed 
813—820 Leon V, the Armenian ... son of the patrikios Bardas 

+ Konstantinos 93 ... son of Leon V; associated 813—820; deposed 

Amorian House 

820—829 Mikhael II ... domestikos of the Exkoubitores-, married Euphrosyne, daughter of 
Konstantinos VI; son of Leon 

— Thomas, the Slav ... federate commander in Anatole and Thrake; rival 820/821—823 
— Euphemios ... tourmarkhes-, rival in Sikelia 826—827 
829—842 Theophilos ... son ofMikhael II; associated 822 

+ Konstantinos ... son of Theophilos; associated c.833— f.835 
842—867 Mikhael III, the Dnmkard ... son of Theophilos; associated 840 
Macedonian House and successors 

867—886 Basileios I ... husband ofEudokia Ingerina (mistress ofMikhael III); associated 866 

+ Konstantinos 94 ... son of Basileios I; associated 869—879 
886—912 Leon VI, the Wise ... officially son of Basileios I; probably bastard son ofMikhael III by 
Eudokia Ingerina (wife ofBasileios I); associated 870 

912— 913 Alexandras ... son ofBasileios I; associated 879 

913— 9 59 Konstantinos VII, Porphyrogennetos ... son of Leon VI; associated 908 

& 920—944 Romanos I, Lakapenos ... father of Helene, wife of Konstantinos VII; son of Theophylaktos; 
deposed, died 948 

& 927—931 Khristophoros ... son of Romanos I; associated 921 

+ Stephanos ... son of Romanos I; associated 924—945; deposed, died 967 
+ Konstantinos ... son of Romanos I; associated 924—945; deposed, died 946 
+ Mikhael ... son of Khristophoros; associated 932?—945; deposed 
959—963 Romanos II, the Younger ... son of Konstantinos VII; associated 946 
963 — 1025 Basileios II, the Bulgar-slayer... son of Romanos II; associated 960 
& 963—969 Nikephoros II Phokas ... married Theophano, mother ofBasileios II; son of Bardas Phokas 

& 969—976 Ioannes I, Tzimiskes ... married Theodora, daughter of Konstantinos VII; son of Romanos? 

Kourkouas by sister of Nikephoros II 

— Bardas Phokas ... son of Leon Phokas, brother of Nikephoros II; rival 970 and 987—989 
— Bardas Skleros ... brother of Maria, wife of Ioannes I; rival 976—979, 987, 989, died 991 
1025 — 1028 Konstantinos VIII ... son of Romanos II; associated 962 
1028—1042 Zoe ... daughter of Konstantinos VIII; deposed 
& 1028—1034 Romanos III Argyros ... husband of Zoe; son of Marianos? Argyros 
& 1034—1041 Mikhael IV, the Paphlagonian ... married Zoe; brother of the orphanotrophos Ioannes 

93 Original name Symbatios. 

94 Original name Symbatios. 
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1041 —1041 Mikhael V, Kalaphates ... adopted son of Mikhael IV and Zoe; son of th zpatrikios 

Stephanos by Maria, sister of Mikhael IV; deposed 
1041—1050 Zoe ... restored 

& 1041—1055 Konstantinos IX Monomakhos ... married Zoe; son of Theodosios Monomakhos 
— Georgios Maniakes ... rival in Italia 1045 
— Leon Tornikios ... rival in Thrake 1047 
1055 — 1056 Theodora ... daughter of Konstantinos VIII; associated 1041 

1056— 1057 Mikhael VI Bringas ... patrikios-, named heir by Theodora; abdicated, died 11059 

House of Komnenos 

1057— 1059 Isaakios I ... son of the strategos Manouel Komnenos Erotikos; abdicated, died c.1061 

House of Dotikas and successors 

Konstantinos X ... named heir by Isaakios I; son of Andronikos Doukas 
Mikhael VII, Parapinakes ... son of Konstantinos X; associated f.1060; abdicated, died c.1090 
+ Konstantios ... son of Konstantinos X; associated 1067—1078; deposed; rival 1079, died 1081 
+ Andronikos ... son of Konstantinos X; associated 1068—1078; deposed 
Romanos IV Diogenes ... married Eudokia Makrembolitissa, mother of Mikhael VII; son 
of the strategos Konstantinos Diogenes; deposed, died 1071 
— Ioannes Doukas ... brother of Konstantinos X; kaisar, reluctant rival 1074; died c.1088 
+ Konstantinos ... son of Mikhael VII; associated c.1075 —1078 and 1081— f.1090, died c. 1095 
— Nikephoros Bryennios ... doux of Dyrrakhion; rival 1077—1078 
Nikephoros III Botaneiates ... married Maria of Alania, former wife of Mikhael VII; son 
of Mikhael Botaneiates; rival since 1077; deposed, died 1081 
— Nikephoros Basilakios ... son of Phloros Basilakios; doux of Dyrrakhion; rival 1078 
— Nikephoros Melissenos ... former doux of Triaditza; rival in Anatole 1080—1081 

Alexios I ... son of the kouropalates Ioannes Komnenos, brother of Isaakios I; married 
Eirene, daughter of th e. prdtobestiarios Andronikos Doukas, son of Ioannes Doukas 
Ioannes II ... son of Alexios I; associated 1091 
+ Alexios ... son of Ioannes II; associated 1111—1141 
Manouel I ... son of Ioannes II 
Alexios II ... son of Manouel I; associated 1171 

Andronikos I ... son of the sebastokrator Isaakios Komnenos, son of Alexios I; associated 
1183; deposed, died 1185 

+ Ioannes ... son of Andronikos I; associated 1183 — 1185 

— Isaakios Doukas Komnenos ... son of Eirene, daughter of the sebastokrator Isaakios 
Komnenos, son of Ioannes II; rival in Kypros 1184— 1191, died 1195 
House of Angelos and successors 

1185 — 1195 Isaakios II ... son of Andronikos Angelos, son of the pansebastoypertatos Konstantinos 

Angelos by Theodora, daughter of Alexios I; deposed 
— Alexios Branas ... husband of Anna, daughter of th t pansebastoypertatos Theodoras 
Batatzes by Eudokia, daughter of Ioannes II; son of Mikhael Branas by Maria, 
daughter of the pansebastos Alexios Komnenos, son of the sebastokrator Isaakios 
Komnenos, brother of Alexios I; rival in Thrake 1187 
— Theodoras Mankaphas ... rival at Philadelphia 1188—1190 and 1104—1205 
— Konstantinos Angelos ... son of the sebastos Isaakios Angelos, uncle of Isaakios II; rival 
at Philippoupolis 1193 

1195 —1103 Alexios III ... brother of Isaakios II; fled Constantinople, died 1111 

— Ioannes Komnenos, Pakhys ... son of the protostrator Alexios Axoukhos by Maria, 
daughter of Alexios (the son of Ioannes II); rival at Constantinople 1100 


1059—1067 

1067—1078 

& 1068—1071 


1078—1081 


House of Komnenos 
1081 —1118 

hi 8—1143 

1143—1180 

1180—1183 

1183—1185 
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1103 — 1104 Isaakios II ... restored in spite of blindness 

& 1103 — 1104 Alexios IV ... son of Isaakios II; deposed, died 1104 

— Nikolaos Kanabos ... sebastos-, rival at Constantinople 1104 
1104 Alexios V, Mourzouphlos ... married Eudokia, daughter of Alexios III; deposed, died 1104 

— Konstantinos Laskaris ... son of Manouel Laskaris; rival at Constantinople 1104, died 1105 
— Alexios Aspietes ... rival at Philippoupolis 1104—1105 

— Manouel Maurozomes ... rival on the Maiandros 1104—1105; deposed, died 1107: 

Houses of Laskaris and Batatzes at Nikaia (dttring Latin rule at Constantinople) 

1104—1111 Theodoros I Komnenos Laskaris 95 ... husband of Anna, daughter of Alexios III; brother 
of Konstantinos Laskaris 

+ Nikolaos Komnenos Laskaris ... son of Theodoros I; associated c.1108—? 

1111 —1154 Ioannes III Doukas Batatzes ... husband ofEirene, daughter ofTheodoros I; son of the 
domestikos Basileios Batatzes 

1154—1158 Theodoros II Doukas Laskaris ... son of Ioannes III; associated c. 1134 
1158—1161 Ioannes IV Doukas Laskaris ... son ofTheodoros II; deposed, died f.1305 
House of Palaiologos 

1161 —1181 Mikhael VIII ... son of the megas domestikos Andronikos Palaiologos by Theodora, 
daughter of the despotes Alexios Palaiologos by Eirene, daughter of Alexios III; 
associated 1159; recovered Constantinople 1161 

1181—1318 Andronikos II ... son ofMikhael VIII; associated 1161 (crowned 1171); deposed, died 1331 
+ Mikhael IX ... son of Andronikos II; associated 1181 — 1310 (crowned 1194) 

1318—1341 Andronikos III ... son ofMikhael IX; associated 1313; rival 1311; associated again 1315 
1341 — 1376 Ioannes V ... son of Andronikos III; deposed 
& 1347—1354 Ioannes VI Kantakouzenos ... father of Helene, wife of Ioannes V; regent 1341; rival 
1341 —1347; abdicated, died 1383 

+ Matthaios Kantakouzenos ... son of Ioannes VI; associated 1353 — 13 54; rival 13 54—1357, 
died 13 8 3 96 

1376—1379 Andronikos IV ... son of Ioannes V; associated 1351—1373; deposed; associated again 
1381—1385 

1 379~ 1 39° Ioannes V ... restored; deposed 

1390 Ioannes VII ... son of Andronikos IV; associated 1376—1379; deposed; regent 1399—1401, 
died 1408 

1390—1391 Ioannes V ... restored 

1391 —1415 Manouel II ... son of Ioannes V; associated 1373 — 1376, 1379—1381, 1385 — 1390, and 1390 
1415 — 1448 Ioannes VIII ... son of Manouel II; associated 1403/1407 (crowned 1411) 

1448—1453 Konstantinos XI ... son ofManouel II 
(to the Ottoman Empire 1453) 

SUCCESSOR STATES OF THE EASTERN ROMAN EMPIRE 

TREBIZOND (TRAPEZOUS) 

A major port on the southern coast of the Black Sea, Trebizond became the capital of the Byzantine them 
of Khaldia in the 9 th century. After the collapse of the eastern frontier in the aftermath of the battle of 
Mantzikert in 1071, the city was briefly occupied by the Turks; it was then recovered, but constituted a virtually 

95 Used the title of despotes until acclaimed emperor in 1105; crowned emperor in 1108. 

96 Or possibly in 1391. 
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autonomous outpost of the Eastern Roman Empire under the rule of the Gabras family until the 1140s. Shortly 
before the taking of Constantinople by the Fourth Crusade in 1204, Alexios Komnenos, a grandson of the 
former Eastern Roman emperor Andronikos I, established himself as emperor at Trebizond with the assistance 
of his aunt, the queen of Georgia. The emperors of Trebizond, who called themselves Megaskomnenoi (“Grand 
Komnenoi”) by the late 13 th century, controlled a relatively narrow strip of land between the coast and the 
Pontic mountains, but seems to have enjoyed some degree of overlordship or influence in the remnants of 
Eastern Roman possessions in the Crimea. Soon after its establishment, the Empire of Trebizond was forced to 
adopt a defensive stance, which it maintained for the remainder of its existence. In 1282 Ioannes II was 
grudgingly recognized by the Palaiologan emperor at Constantinople as basileus kai autokrator pases Anatoles, 
Iberon, kai Perateias (“emperor and autocrat of the entire East, the Iberians, and Overseas”). While they attained 
a significant degree of prosperity due to the lucrative Black Sea trade, the emperors of Trebizond had to protect 
themselves by accepting the overlordship of greater neighboring powers, including the Saljuqs of Rum, the 
Mongols, and the Ottoman Turks, by contracting numerous dynastic marriages with their Christian and Muslim 
neighbors alike, and by granting concessions to foreign mercantile powers, most notably the Genoese and 
Venetians. The last emperor was forced to surrender to the Ottomans, who had besieged his capital by land and 
sea in 1461. Having outlived the imperial regime at Constantinople by eight years, the Empire of Trebizond 
constitutes the last survival of the uninterrupted Roman imperial tradition. 


House of Komnenos 
1204—1222 
1222—1235 
1235—1238 
1238—1263 
1263—1266 
1266—1280 
1280—1284 

1284— 1285 

1285— 1297 
1297—1330 
1330—1332 

1332 

1332-1340 

1340- 1341 

1341 

1341 

1341- 1342 

1342- 1344 
1344-1349 
1349-1390 
1390-1417 
1417-1429 

1429—1460 
1460—1461 


Emperors at Trebizond ( Trapezous ) 

(Megaskomnenos) 

Alexios I ... son of Manouel Komnenos, son of the Eastern Roman emperor Andronikos I 
Andronikos I Gidos ... husband of daughter of Alexios I; son of (?) Alexios Gidos 
Ioannes I ... son of Alexios I 
Manouel I ... son of Alexios I 
Andronikos II ... son of Manouel I 

Georgios, the Wanderer ... son of Manouel I; deposed, died 1284: 

Ioannes II ... son of Manouel I; deposed 
Theodora ... daughter of Manouel I; deposed 
Ioannes II ... restored 
Alexios II ... son of Ioannes II 
Andronikos III... son of Alexios II 

Manouel II ... bastard son of Andronikos III; deposed, died 1333 
Basileios ... son of Alexios II 

Eirene Palaiologina ... widow of Basileios; bastard daughter of the Eastern Roman 
emperor Andronikos III; deposed 
Anna , Anakhoutlou ... daughter of Alexios II; deposed 
Mikhael... son of Ioannes II; deposed 
Anna , Anakhoutlou ... restored; deposed, died 1342 
Ioannes III ... son of Mikhael; deposed, died 1362 
Mikhael... restored; deposed, died 1355: 

Alexios III 97 ... bastard son of Basileios 

Manouel III ... son of Alexios III 

Alexios IV ... son of Manouel III; associated 1395 

+ Alexandras ... son of Alexios IV; associated 1426—1429; deposed, died 1454/1459 
Ioannes IV ... son of Alexios IV; associated 1417—1426 
Dauid ... son of Alexios IV; deposed, died 1463 
(to the Ottoman Empire 1461) 


97 Original name Ioannes. 
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EPIRUS (EPEIROS) 


The mainland ( epeiros ) of northwestern Greece, which had been settled by Slavs and conquered by the 
Bulgarians in the early Middle Ages, was recovered for the Eastern Roman Empire by Basileios II in 1018. The 
region remained under Byzantine rule, in spite of the occasional Norman invasion, until the Fourth Crusade 
took Constantinople in 1104. In 1105 a bastard member of the Angelos family, Mikhael Komnenos Doukas, 
established himself as ruler at Arta (ancient Ambrakia) and, feigning to accept Venetian and Crusader 
overlordship, reclaimed lands from the Venetians and Crusaders alike. His half-brother and successor Theodoras 
captured the Latin emperor Pierre of Courtenay, extended his control over parts of Macedonia and Thrace, and 
crowned himself emperor after taking Thessalonica in 1114. However, after Theodoras’ capture by the 
Bulgarians at the battle of Klokotnica in 1130, the remnants of his polity were divided between his brothers and 
nephew. The Nikaian advance into the Balkans led to an Epirote alliance with its Italian and Frankish neighbors, 
which, in spite of the defeat at Pelagonia in 1159, helped Epirus to survive several attempts to reintegrate it into 
the Byzantine Empire. Timely but purely symbolic submission to Constantinople ensured continued autonomy 
and the high court title of despotes for Epirus’ rulers; by the middle of the 14 th century the territory itself started 
to be called a despotaton. 

In the meantime Epirus strengthened its ties with the French Angevin rulers of Naples as a counterbalance 
to Byzantium. The Angeloi were inherited by the Italian family of Orsini in 1318, who attempted to take over 
Thessaly in 1333, but found themselves displaced by a brief Byzantine reconquest in 1340. Byzantine rule was 
swept away by the Serbian conquest in 1348, with which much of Epirus was overrun and settled by Albanian 
tribesmen. With the disintegration of the Serbian Empire after 1355, and the extinction of the Orsini in 1359, 
Epirus became effectively divided: its Serbian and Italian despots held on to Ioannina, while large portions of the 
region, centered around Arta and Angelokastron in particular, passed to various Albanian chieftains. The 
continued struggles between the Albanians and Ioannina brought in repeated Ottoman interventions, but in 
1416 Epirus was reunited under the authority of Carlo I Tocco, the count of Cephalonia. After his death in 
1419 the Ottoman Turks began to expand their control over the region, taking Ioannina in 1430 and Arta in 
1449. The last mainland vestige of the despotaton , Vonitsa, was conquered by the Ottomans in 1479. 


House of Angelos 

1105—1115 


1115—1130 


1130—1168 
1168—1196 
1196—1318 
House of Orsini 

1318—1313 

1313-1335 

1335-1338 

1338- 1339 

1339 - 1340 

1340- 1356 


Rulers in Epirus ( Epeiros ) 

Mikhael I Komnenos Doukas ... bastard son of the sebastokrator Ioannes Doukas, son of 
th e. pansebastoypertatos Konstantinos Angelos by Theodora, daughter of the Eastern 
Roman emperor Alexios I 

Theodoras Komnenos Doukas ... legitimate half-brother of Mikhael I; emperor in 
Thessalonica 1114—1130; deposed, died 1153: 

+ Konstantinos Komnenos Doukas ... brother of Theodoras; associated in Aitolia 
c. 1117—1141: 

Mikhael II Komnenos Doukas ... bastard son of Mikhael I; despotes 
Nikephoros I Komnenos Doukas ... son of Mikhael II 
Thomas I Komnenos Doukas ... son of Nikephoros I 

Nikolaos (Niccolo Orsini) ... son of count Giovanni I of Cephalonia by Maria, daughter 
of Nikephoros I; despotes 

Ioannes Doukas (Giovanni II Orsini) ... brother of Nikolaos 
Nikephoros II Doukas (Niceforo Orsini) ... son of Ioannes; deposed 
(to the Eastern Roman Empire 98 ) 

Nikephoros II Doukas (Niceforo Orsini) ... restored; deposed 
(to the Eastern Roman Empire 1340"; to Serbia 1348 IO °) 


98 Theodoras Synadenos served as Byzantine governor. 

99 Ioannes Angelos served as Byzantine governor. 
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1 356—1359 Nikephoros II Doukas (Niceforo Orsini) ... restored 
House of Nemanja and successors 

13 59—1366 Symeon Oureses Palaiologos (Simeon Uros, Sinisa ) ... husband of Thomai's, daughter of 
Ioannes; son of king Stefan Uros III of Serbia; abdicated, died 1369/1372 
1366—1394 Maria Angelina Doukaina Palaiologos ... daughter of Symeon Oureses 
& 1366—1384 Thomas II Komnenos Prealimpos (Tomo Preljubovic) ... husband of Maria; son of the 
Serbian kaisar Grgur Preljub 

& 1385 — 1399 Izaou (Esau de’ Buondelmonti) ... married Maria; son of Menente de’ Buondelmonti; deposed 

1399— 1400 Giones Zenebese (Gjon Zenebishi) ... ruler of Argyrokastron; expelled, died 1418 

1400— 1411 Izaou (Esau de’ Buondelmanti) ... restored 

1411 Georgios (Giorgio de’ Buondelmonti) ... son of Izaou; deposed 

House ofTocco 

1411 —1429 Karolos I (Carlo I Tocco) ... son of count Leonardo I of Cephalonia by Maddalena, sister 
of Izaou 

1429—1430 Karolos II (Carlo II Tocco) ... son of count Leonardo II of Cephalonia, brother of 
Karolos I; deposed, died 1448 
(Ioannina to the Ottoman Empire 1430) 

Rulers at Arta and in Aitolia and Akarnania after secession from Epirus 

Petros Leosas (Pjeter Losha) ... despotes in Arta 
Ioannes I Leosas (Gjin Losha) ... son of Petros; deposed, died 1377: 

Ioannes II Mpoua Spatas (Gjin Bua Shpata) ... son of Petros (Pjeter) of Angelokastron; 
despotes in Angelokastron since 1359 

Sgouros Mpoua Spatas (Skurra Bua Shpata) ... brother of Ioannes II; deposed, rival 1399—1403 
Bonkoes (Vongo Zardari) ... usurper; deposed 

Mourikes Mpoua Spatas (Muriki Bua Shpata) ... son ofEirene, daughter of Ioannes II 
— Paulos Mpoua Spatas (Pal Bua Shpata) ... son of Sgouros; rival in Angelokastron and 
Naupaktos 1403 — 1407; abdicated, died 1408: 

Giagoupes Mpous Spatas (Ya'qub Bua Shpata) ... brother of Mourikes 

Karolos I (Carlo I Tocco) ... son of count Leonardo I of Cephalonia; despotes in Ioannina 
Karolos II (Carlo II Tocco) ... son of count Leonardo II of Cephalonia, 101 brother of 
Karolos I 

Leonardos (Leonardo III Tocco) ... son of Karolos II; deposed, died 1479 
(Arta to the Ottoman Empire 1449) 

THESSALY (THESSALIA) 

Thessaly was superficially conquered by the Crusader rulers of Thessalonica in 1204, but it was 
subsequently gradually conquered by the rulers of Epirus between 1212 and 1241. After the death of Mikhael II 
of Epirus in 1268, it passed into the hands of his bastard son Ioannes Doukas, whose heirs controlled the area for 
another half century. Like their Epirote cousins, the rulers of Thessaly occasionally made symbolic submission to 
Byzantium and received a high court title, that of sebastokrator , while close alliances with Frankish Greece 
(particularly Athens) and the Venetians helped safeguard their effective autonomy. Unlike Epirus, Thessaly was 

100 Simeon Uros (Symeon Oureses Palaiologos), son of king Stefan Uros III of Serbia, served as Serbian governor. 

101 Leonardo II Tocco served as his brother’s governor in Arta for a short time between their acquisition of the 
city and his own death in c.1418. 


House of Losha 

1359-1374 

1374- I375 
House of Bua Shpata 

1375- I399 

1399 

1399 

1399-1414 

1414—1416 
House ofTocco 

1416—1429 

1429—1448 

1448-1449 
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devastated by the passing through of the Catalan Grand Company in 1309. The extinction of the ruling house 
in 1318 left the region divided among local leading families at least nominally recognizing Byzantine 
overlordship, while the southern towns were taken over by the Catalans. Subsequently two brief periods of 
control by the Orsini rulers of Epirus (1333 — 1335 and 1356—1359) interrupted Byzantine and Serbian rule in 
the area. In 1359 Simeon ( Sinisa ) Uros, the half-brother of the late Serbian emperor Stefan Dusan, established 
himself in Thessaly as “emperor of Greeks and Serbians.” After his death and the abdication of his son in the 
early 1370s, Thessaly was governed by Byzantine aristocrats who once again acknowledged the nominal 
suzerainty of Constantinople. In 1394 Thessaly was conquered by the Ottoman Turks. 

Rulers in Thessaly ( Thessalia ) 

Mikhael I Komnenos Doukas ... bastard son of the sebastokrator Ioannes Doukas, son of 
th e. pansebastoypertatos Konstantinos Angelos by Theodora, daughter of the Eastern 
Roman emperor Alexios I 

Theodoras Komnenos Doukas ... legitimate half-brother of Mikhael I; emperor in 
Thessalonica 1114—1130; deposed, died 1153: 

Manouel Komnenos Doukas ... brother of Theodoras; despotes 
Mikhael II Komnenos Doukas ... bastard son of Mikhael I 
Ioannes I Doukas ... bastard son of Mikhael II; sebastokrator 
Konstantinos Doukas ... son of Ioannes I 

+ Theodoras Doukas ... son of Ioannes I; associated c.i 189—1300 
Ioannes II Doukas ... son of Konstantinos 
(to the Eastern Roman Empire 101 ) 

Ioannes III Doukas (Giovanni II Orsini) ... son of count Giovanni I Orsini of Cephalonia 
by Maria, daughter of Nikephoros I of Epirus, son of Mikhael II; despotes 
(to the Eastern Roman Empire 1335 103 ; to Serbia 1348 io4 ) 

Nikephoros Doukas (Niceforo Orsini) ... son of Ioannes III; despotes 

Symeon Oureses Palaiologos (Simeon Uros, Sinisa) ... husband of Thomai's, daughter of 
Ioannes III; son ofking Stefan Uros III of Serbia 105 
Ioannes Oureses Doukas Palaiologos (Jovan Uros) ... son of Symeon Oureses; abdicated, 
died :i4i3 

(to the Eastern Roman Empire c. 1373 Io6 \ to the Ottoman Empire 1394) 
THESSALONICA (THESSALONIKE) 

Throughout the Middle Ages Thessalonica was the second city of the Eastern Roman Empire — at least as 
far as Europe was concerned. In 904 it was sacked by Muslim pirates, and in 1185 by the Normans of Sicily. 


101 Stephanos Gabrielopoulos (1318—1331) served as practically autonomous Byzantine governor. 

105 Mikhael Monomakhos (1336—1341), Mikhael Gabrielopoulos (1341), and Ioannes Angelos (1341—1348) 
served as Byzantine governors. 

104 Grgur Preljub (1348—1356) served as Serbian governor and used the title of kaisar. 

105 Previously the Serbian governor of Epirus, Simeon ( Sinisa ) Uros was expelled by Niceforo Orsini in 1356 and 
established himself at Kastoria, where he proclaimed himself emperor of Serbians and Greeks later the same year, 
hoping to dispossess his nephew Stefan Uros of Serbia. Although he failed in this endeavor, he was able to take 
advantage of Niceforo’s death in 1359 and to take over both Thessaly and Epirus. 

106 Alexios Angelos Philanthropenos (c.i373 — 1388:) and his son (or brother?) Manouel Angelos Philanthropenos 
(11391—1394) governed as practically autonomous successors of their kinsman Ioannes Oureses, and used the title 
of kaisar. 


House of Angelos 

1111—1115 

1115—1130 

1130—1141 
1141—1168 
1168— c. 1189 
f.1189—1303 

1303—1318 
1318-1333 
House of Orsini 

I333—I335 

1335—1356 
1 3 56 —i 359 
House of Nemanja 
1359-1369: 

:i 371 —t-i 373 
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After the Fourth Crusade, a Kingdom of Thessalonica was formed for Bonifacio of Montferrat, with suzerainty 
over the Crusader (“Latin”) possessions in mainland Greece. But two decades later, in 1124, Theodoras of 
Epirus captured Thessalonica and made it his capital. FFe assumed the imperial title and proceeded to extend his 
control into Thrace, taking Adrianople (Adrianoupolis) in 1225. But his defeat and capture by the Bulgarians at 
Klokotnica in 1230 disassembled his empire and made Thessalonica dependent on its more powerful neighbors 
— first Bulgaria, then Nikaia; in 1246 the last autonomous ruler of Thessalonica was deposed and the city was 
annexed to the Nikaian/Eastern Roman Empire. The Byzantine civil wars in the 1320s and 1340s upset the 
peace in the city, and from 1342 to 1349 it was held by the Zealots ( Zeldtai ), who defied imperial authority. 
From 1376 on, the government of Thessalonica was normally entrusted, at least nominally, to a member of the 
imperial family bearing the title of despotes. In 1387 the city surrendered to the Ottoman Turks, but was 
reclaimed by treaty in 1403. But in 1423 the despotes Andronikos Palaiologos decided he could not defend the 
city against the Turks and turned it over to Venice, which agreed to respect the rights of the inhabitants. 

Rulers of Thessalonica ( Tbessalonike ) 

House of Angelos (as autonomous rulers) 

1224—1230 Theodoras Komnenos Doukas ... son of the sebastokrator Ioannes Doukas, son of the 
pansebastoypertatos Konstantinos Angelos by Theodora, daughter of the Eastern 
Roman emperor Alexios I; emperor 1224; deposed, died 1253: 

1230—1237 Manouel Komnenos Doukas ... brother ofTheodoros; despotes ; deposed, died 1241 
1237—1244 Ioannes Komnenos Doukas ... son ofTheodoros; despotes-, emperor 1241?; despotes 1242 

1244—1246 Demetrios Angelos Doukas ... son of Theodoras; despotes-, deposed 

1246—1376 (to the Nikaian/Eastern Roman Empire) 

House of Palaiologos (as Byzantine governors) 

1376—1382 Theodoras (I of Morea) ... son of the Eastern Roman emperor Ioannes V; despotes-, 
abdicated, died 1407 

1382—1387 Manouel (II) ... brother ofTheodoros; despotes-, deposed; emperor 1391 —1425 
1387—1403 (to the Ottoman Empire) 

1403 — 1408 Ioannes (VII) ... son of the Eastern Roman emperor Andronikos IV; emperor 1390 107 
+ Andronikos (V) ... son of Ioannes VII; associated with father c. 1404— c. 1407 
1408—1423 Andronikos ... son of emperor Manouel II; despotes-, abdicated, died 1448 
(to Venice 1423; to the Ottoman Empire 1430) 

MOREA (MOREA) 

In the aftermath of the Fourth Crusade, starting in 1205, the Peloponnesos was conquered by Guillaume 
of Champlitte and Geoffroy of Villehardouin. The principality of Achaea, which they established, was nominally 
a vassal of the Kingdom of Thessalonica and of the Latin Empire. After Guillaume II of Villehardouin was 
captured by the Nikaians/Eastern Romans at the battle of Pelagonia in 1259, he had to buy back his freedom by 
ceding several fortresses to the Eastern Roman Empire (1262), most notably Mystras. This established a 
Byzantine foothold in the Peninsula, which expanded gradually during subsequent seven decades. From 1349 on, 
the government of Byzantine Morea was entrusted to a member of the imperial family bearing the title of 
despotes. The Kantakouzenoi were succeeded in that capacity by the triumphant Palaiologoi in the early 1380s, 
but occasionally attempted to recover their position. Nevertheless the practice of appointing long-term governors 
of the highest possible rank paid off, and Byzantine Morea continued to expand at the expense of Latin Achaea. 
By 1429 the prince of Achaea was reduced to a dependent of the despotes of Morea, and from 1432 the entire 
peninsula — except for a few Venetian coastal bases — was back under Byzantine control. In spite of this and the 
recourse to Albanian manpower, Morea was reduced to the state of vassalage to the Ottoman Turks from 1447 
and conflict between the joint governors in the 1450s led to the definitive Ottoman conquest in 1460. Although 
Palaiologan princes survived as rulers of Morea for seven years after the fall of Constantinople (1453), they did 

107 Ioannes VII and his son Andronikos V used the title of emperor. 
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not dare assume the imperial title. Of the last two rulers, Thomas fled to Italy (and was the father of Zoe, who 
married Ivan III of Russia), while Demetrios surrendered to the Ottomans and spent the rest of his life as a 
pensioner of the Ottoman sultan. 

Rulers in Morea ( Morea ) 

House of Kantakouzenos (as Byzantine governors) 

1349—1380 Manouel ... son of the Eastern Roman emperor Ioannes VI; despotes; appointed 1348 
1380—1381 Matthaios ... brother ofManouel; former emperor; despotes ; abdicated, died 1383 108 
House of Palaiologos (as Byzantine governors) 

1382—1407 Theodoras I ... son of the Eastern Roman emperor Ioannes V by Helene, sister of Matthaios; 
despotes; appointed 1381 

— Demetrios Kantakouzenos ... son ofMatthaios; sebastokrator; rival 1382—1384 
1407—1443 Theodoras II ... son of the Eastern Roman emperor Manouel II, brother of Theodoras II; 
despotes; abdicated, died 1448 

& 1428—1449 Konstantinos (XI) ... brother ofTheodoros II; despotes; abdicated; emperor 1448—1453 
& 1428—1460 Thomas ... brother ofTheodoros II; despotes; deposed, died 1465 
& 1449—1460 Demetrios ... brother ofTheodoros II; despotes; abdicated, died 1470 

— Manouel Kantakouzenos ... son of Georgios, son of Demetrios; rival 1453 — 1454; deposed 
(to the Ottoman Empire 1460) 


08 Or possibly in 1391. 



